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Demographic transition 
Population growth is shaped by three sets of factors. 

1. Economic rationality in fertility decisions 

2. Socio cultural influences on choice of family size 

3. Health care system and nutritional status  

Demographic transition theory sets out relationship between these factors and 

population changes in an economy. In pre modern times death rates were high 

owing to diseases and famines it was a rational choice then to sustain high birth 

rates. High fertility became a positive value and was supported by religion 

customs and culture from 19th century death rates began to fall because of 

improved health care and nutrition. Eventually economic costs of having large 

families began to be seen axcessive. Children or goods that require both time and 

money to tej which can limit the affordability of children for parents whitch ultimatte 

leads to reduction in birth rate 



Population estimates 

Pre-colonial data on population is not available a 

comprehensive census of population begin to be 

conducted every 10 years from 18 81.  

4 conclusions can be drawn from the table 

1. Population growth rate small tail 1921 

2. Growth rate increased till 1931. 

3. 1872 and 1911 census age so near zero 

growth because of famines and influenza 

epidemic 

4. After independence population growth 

accelerated until 1981 after which a small 

decline in growth rate is in evidence. 



Age composition of population 

Children's formed 39% of total population the elderly formed 5% persons of 

working age font 60 66% one of the main influencers on age composition was 

fertility rate. There were about 1030-70 males per 1000 females. In south India 

there was an excess of females in North India the excess of male and deficit of 

females was a stark. Free explanations are offered to explain search age 

composition 1 under-reporting of female births 2 female infanticide because of 

social biases against the girl child 3 greater risks of death for women both at birth 

and at the time of childbearing. 

 



Factors determining population growth 

In colonial period There are three main factors determining population growth 

1. Mortality aur death rate 

2. Fertility aur birth rate 

3. Net migration 



Mortality 

● Causes of high levels 

1. Mortality was mainly open to the famines. 

The possibility of crop failure water 

scarcity and famine  was built into the 

geography of the region 

2. High maternal and infant mortality in 

British India. Poor health of mothers as a 

result of child marriage frequency of 

motherhood primitive of aobstetrics and 

unsanitary conditions aggravated this 

problem. 

● Causes of decline 

1. Child marriage restraint act of 1930 

2. Famines relief infrastructure was put into 

place by government 

3. Expansion of long distance private trade in 

grains 

4. Public health measures live malaria 

eradication immunization improved 

sanitation and the use of antibiotics 



Birth rate 

The smaller the chance of survival of children 

the greater the inducements of parents to 

produce more children. This explains why birth 

rates in India were high. These were high 

enough to maintain population stability in the 

face of high death rates. There are various 

means of ensuring a high birth rate. The most 

effective being the early marriage of women. 

The early marriage restricted women from 

participation in the commercial activities. and led 

to low literacy levels. 



Migration 

International migration 

International migration was not a significant 

influence on population growth rates. Organised 

immigration began in 1830. Madras and 

Calcutta were main ports of embarkation. The 

French ports in in South India where another 

points of embarkation. Madras port sent 

thousands of Tamils to Ceylon Burma Mauritius 

Indentured labour reflects evidence of slavery in 

another name. Mortality en route was very high. 

Internal migration 

Internal migration had a significant impact on the 

population growth of certain regions. 12-15 

percent of Assam population consisted of 

immigrants in 1931.  

The major movements happened along lines 

indicated in following table 



Continued…. 



Occupational structure 



Continued... 

Three major functions image from table 

1. Participation rate fail in the long run one reason behind this trend was the 

changing age composition in favour of children and adolescence participation 

rate was lower for women than men and fell between 1921 and 1951 

2. When comparing primary secondary and tertiary sectors only there was no 

change in occupational structure in the long run 

3. Fall in women's participation in workforce 



Continued... 

Even as employment share remained 

unchanged the structure of national income 

changed agriculture share declined industries 

share increased and services share increased 

Migration of workers between factors remind 

relative limited 


